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Session Overview

• Introduction 

• Options Info - Staying at School 

• Options Info – Leaving School

• Question & Answer Session



16+ 

CHOICES



Senior Phase 16+ Choices - What next?

• School (S5 or S6 including Senior Vocational)

• Early access to college (with EDC permission)

• Further Education (College or University) 

• Employment

• Training (including Modern Apprenticeships)



Leaver Destinations

HIGHER /
FURTHER 

EDUCATION

80%

TRAINING /
EMPLOYMENT

18%

OTHER

2%



STAYING AT 
SCHOOL



Turnbull Curricular Pathway

S4
• Pupils study 7 qualifications in S4.

S5
• Pupils study 5 qualifications in S5.

S6
• Pupils usually study 5 qualifications in S6.



Turnbull Curriculum Map



Course Progression 

Higher (A-C)  Advanced Higher

National 5 (A-C)  Higher Grade

National 4  National 5

National 3  National 4



S5 Option Form



S6 Option Form



Options Info - Vocational Programme

• Partner college courses at SCQF Level 4 – 6

• Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (1.30 – 4.20 pm)

• Transport from school – make own way home

• Application process and entry criteria for courses

• Courses are subject to availability and uptake

MORE INFO AT: 
https://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/residents/schools-

early-years-and-learning/edopps4all/staying-school

https://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/residents/schools-early-years-and-learning/edopps4all/staying-school


Options Info - Foundation Apprenticeships

• Foundation Apprenticeships are a college and work-based 
learning opportunity for secondary school pupils to gain an 
award at the equivalent of a Higher (SCQF 6). 

• Young people spend time out of school at college or with a 
local employer, and complete the Foundation Apprenticeship 
course alongside their other subjects.

• The qualification takes usually TWO years to complete and is 
linked to one of six key sectors of the Scottish economy, so 
young people are getting industry experience which will help 
them kick-start a successful career in their chosen field.

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/what-we-do/our-products/foundation-apprenticeships/


Options Info - S6 Advanced Higher

• Valuable qualification at SCQF Level 7 and so 
can be excellent preparation for Higher 
Education

• However, students should check entry 
requirements and ensure they already have 
necessary qualifications at Higher for University

• If not, it may be better to consider more 
Highers rather than AH where appropriate



Options Info - Wider Achievement Awards

• Ent & Employ Award

• Leadership Award

• Sustainability Award

• CARITAS (S6 Only) 

• YASS (S6 Only)



Building Success – Aim High

• Aim high in your aspirations:

– 5 “First Sitting” S5 results especially important

– S6 choices finalise qualifications for next steps

– Ensure your overall awards are competitive

– Evidence suggests more courses mean more success

%

Success

GPA

1.0-1.5

GPA

1.6-2.0

GPA

2.1-2.5

GPA

2.6-3.0

3+ H out of 5 100% 95% 70% 40%

3 H out of 3 80% 63% 34% 15%

SQA 
Research



Building Success - Making Informed Choices 

• Discuss options in PSE class inserts

• Discuss information in Pupil Report

• Read course info in Options Information Booklet

• Research career interests and requirements

• Research entry requirement for College, etc

• Discussion with Pupil Support Teacher

• Discussion with SDS Careers Adviser



Building Success - Making Informed Choices 

• Good reasons for choices:
– Ability and enjoyment

– Future plans and relevance of courses to them

– Breadth and depth of student’s “suite” of qualifications

– Commitment (courses need to be finished)

• Poorer reasons for choices:
– It’s what your friends are picking or one person has advised

– Departmental or teacher preferences

– Looking for “spare time”



Options Timeline

S4 S5

PSE Programme Begins January January

Reports January January

Options form issued & completed January/February January/February

Pupil Support Interviews (by request) January/February January/February

Induction Day June June

Timetable Begins June June

SQA Results (paper copy) August August

Options Confirmed/Changed Start of new term Start of new term



FURTHER INFORMATION

• www.turnbull.e-dunbarton.sch.uk

• Nationals in a Nutshell – the National Parent 
Forum of Scotland

• Scottish Qualifications Authority

• http://www.planitplus.net/

• www.myworld of work.co.uk

• Maximising Attainment Workshop – August

http://www.turnbull.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/
http://www.npfs.org.uk/nationals-in-a-nutshell/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/cfeforparents
http://www.planitplus.net/
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/


Questions?



LEAVING 

SCHOOL



College Education
• Full time COLLEGE courses start around AUGUST. 

• Applications are taken from JANUARY onwards.  

• Wide range of courses from National Qualifications and 
Access through to HNC/D.

• Entry varies – eg: “none” to National 4 or 5’s to 1-3 Highers.

• Can “step” from one level of course to another eg: NQ onto 
HNC/D.  HNC/D can give entry to Year 1-3 of relevant 
University Degree.



College Education
• Apply online via College websites.

– CITY OF GLASOW COLLEGE - https://www.cityofglasgowcollege.ac.uk/

– GLASGOW CLYDE COLLEGE - https://www.glasgowclyde.ac.uk/

– GLASGOW KELVIN COLLEGE - https://www.glasgowkelvin.ac.uk/

– NEW COLLEGE LANARKSHIRE - https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/

– WEST COLLEGE SCOTLAND - https://www.westcollegescotland.ac.uk/

– SOUTH LANARKSHIRE COLLEGE - https://www.south-lanarkshire-
college.ac.uk/

http://email.groupcallalert.com/ls/click?upn=FtdExPtPAA-2Bxp0h4nRpn1kzIeauJMcWN4-2BLcl85dQ-2FL9ARnryLQN-2BiQw5-2BWLs-2BS457AFql-2BGLtUVpsvc2nuYehcJ9HZ4Sel2gZUvvR3l1hSLMpAEI2biWTllq2azxc-2BHb5lsKEYrh0vQkMxI73o1YDaM9HC7EGrT8zVwn4DxiIGIUgIhHrvP5-2F1tZGzg3snsTpwHxwYO4QqVLH1JbnLxll-2FNaIectfBFtZdweGCbH0j4cxUbhgXW4jRi5AnADyiP7SnUo8zlPxa2oui1Kkz6MZtOogjYfNAPMH4UQyj7TM39yriFuvZypioHFcf85PnwNMpAK1xqt5ba5EkzM2KESBc3ua0tz3eVj03FgFy1G-2FG-2BdVV4l1VJjpy43tGD4N-2B303pzxHKT-2BOVvj8D9gbLUdTvl2yljswWRVTK77txL9ssT7ckRYkMbRsiIVOJuZKerfHGj8dJqt8ibI5aIIzyAKKEU-2B51oK6RWGfobphvC8hLEEQvbhxSHhZIXsErHGXXL8LyYMBcZyMKV4W1coHnliyrd9bj33BeWT-2FJK1QPg-2FMrWXMq6SEh9t8P-2BkWY-2B-2BKSR9T58wPMyU-2FJTfbsg0trslFkO5gmLxwE3A8fG6cSVOt0UCqZYZoIJHQ-2F8MefXhQObx-2BPL2UEoy7jTePhujeiUBuQNcJKvnCs7MnkslVOrDy5mK6XbBic35bherIkQuL6sTLChdyhUNYfuBRElPXqJWwFP0nq4v2cbRC4cZ43y1M62e4I2nJGWpC08bwaLvYsc_rqE_pCStXfFZ4Him89I9RWgTobexWmvF2-2BwChuRtwp4CTIun8nhYKLgUDvR-2FQiDTTfK-2BfbaRbK6yLPQ5LkgovDiEGlr2cXVVWwIIVLs4gG7Wdhv8pkNclLw-2B4R-2B60rLTx3E-2BjiKpyQRHr-2FeeGFduS2xajHg-2BR9FRBeEoVLbztPdeeUsS1YdtWydEbUAR7S5VGFQmOCt6itonAzsZtcJR4Mz9FYvs5xQuzNzT0SBQwtyZyPrBYAc5MHLDkQ23cOzb9h1YG-2FOoj4mMX6SDTY-2BsNfe4zsxSpgel6xaWvSTfi02oSvUl4kencLN4jnh5wTWBp9i2rJPQDF6hKRJZQhbdZjW91Pz3lu-2BDXpoXHDbJRjWF56dLcfFwuy-2BDJL64u6jvcJXEJ6-2FleWKrUZy2G2AKRlR4pA-3D-3D
http://email.groupcallalert.com/ls/click?upn=FtdExPtPAA-2Bxp0h4nRpn1kzIeauJMcWN4-2BLcl85dQ-2FL9ARnryLQN-2BiQw5-2BWLs-2BS457AFql-2BGLtUVpsvc2nuYehid1hM33lYARJvAwjqaKWbseaE8bfIWXv7gpvVwQgwDNv0BXOG1XHZ4ftGXXzReRRFEmhWk9Rv7-2FTyQlprhNX4WqEUjqMFUO-2B-2F86Zz-2B-2Bjwj9bbZQi6KbO-2B6XBi5oRcxiZw-2Fx4s4o-2Fr1p-2B9CT-2BAlnicPy46rE-2F-2BRNjkxN9sPTggDLGc6CtcaKDB69L4izqm7eDB80wqW4tShYitwQAlP-2FIkTicy29UtkjUWRfYMXGHUVl3xQIHG2oXhJyhvew8Ro3cvbEZSjNF4NvLNnLB1J0IXa-2FXzxEntdYuoulZxTfm77tbrMLh-2BoHuX1-2BZjzhhOh2Ovism6k0C-2FeT8wgy030wkehIKmy-2BLT3d7ERzzqUi3a6IRAS-2FtgjQtpBKfJawTrFWQ2-2FCCM5u03IzTZc69j2nKiBXg8gRCORPWbcY8sm9-2BVoX4K5VrsZF8VDqjq6fm0CZBwtwqfoV76AC65bYty75Rpgx-2Btlzw-2F29NPpaC94zzRmeyakh3JFJebuv546VEvjSU5O-2B43bzoe17df9EcT3XbA3OOUvwlQ0uIBM4QxX7PQCdkyrRtkyNmcfzkgIuWmJklCknrLec0jaEMRu42Z8rNs2CtHx-2F8m6KpvEA8HOOOwFeS4AQX1xynb1B2k-2F45nt3FuL3pVflvu7HYxZiX8iN603TGUlOBP6PG-2BDhG6cugIJsqq4_pCStXfFZ4Him89I9RWgTobexWmvF2-2BwChuRtwp4CTIun8nhYKLgUDvR-2FQiDTTfK-2BfbaRbK6yLPQ5LkgovDiEGlr2cXVVWwIIVLs4gG7Wdhv8pkNclLw-2B4R-2B60rLTx3E-2BjiKpyQRHr-2FeeGFduS2xajHg-2BR9FRBeEoVLbztPdeeUsS1YdtWydEbUAR7S5VGFQmOCt6itonAzsZtcJR4Mz9FYvs5xQuzNzT0SBQwtyZyPrBYAc5MHLDkQ23cOzb9h1YDiXXooQ3X1LzIf-2BYe-2BYhsjjvMxiZX4KeunM4DkbBqkw0T3Nv8rjIxhDMRDES-2FGNnj657HtAl8f7WctwpYIkWhlHd7R4Ooas4PrO3X2hnJhfdCC7qFcOGPh0wDZreR9ZyKYNjlxeTe8LIkhdqKYgwXg-3D-3D
http://email.groupcallalert.com/ls/click?upn=FtdExPtPAA-2Bxp0h4nRpn1kzIeauJMcWN4-2BLcl85dQ-2FL9ARnryLQN-2BiQw5-2BWLs-2BS457AFql-2BGLtUVpsvc2nuYetgYyIRP1hXi0jnDVKwk-2F1VQ3oPl-2FNPrIxl-2FaD60udEJh6ZReS-2BqWzIDc7-2FkLhY6-2B3JODFKsujVpgvSswytwZhxWaAJm-2Fu4xOpo863sAwnnZcuCqK5GXXjZXvCaxS77dEdOzIdexbtr91XLehoVqNAY5-2FwNeB3xGaQ1g4FnyqNA9I17pg-2BDJtTFDJ-2FDZYkmbBfr18kmB0axthsDr1msF6GTw3bQKHTSW1esKI3kcf-2F5f1BJQcCK6KO-2BCSiQXMsEOR7-2BFqf6TguOq3aJMaKOgymsaQURz7N59CK8mi7akf1GT3YDIvuBS-2F7UVIcI-2FRUNEKl4bY5ULHp23nAdWed1b-2BuqMrB9KyVAYkFJmJaljQY8NgE2Pz-2FyrLsyJO3hnNl-2B09aj1B8xrIY6MYoo3BzAh0o-2FhPNRUu51nrCXL6sXO52w1JBSOUsRFEvsupFd-2FaQNT5FkYL60YOh8TpGHBho1rCq7xXzU2DoAw7tLw7e7x2PUvBz65Hzk0Jyog7NH8WpFuwepvVKRVZjCtRVf-2FR6tHxJgtkWI7TvE0gaPy6Ir2ztaLYsd-2Bs6WwVux-2Bg2NVG9hSbVqRtRp6tEA4kbuyqlUXR6qOoVy6G8-2F4R9l1wxcMVNT46leu0CCHQ-2Brj3AFP7ezssMyWYuWMm8Z48KlJy3-2BKqTBlEwsRWKMePQoWZGx6xSmqmGGw_pCStXfFZ4Him89I9RWgTobexWmvF2-2BwChuRtwp4CTIun8nhYKLgUDvR-2FQiDTTfK-2BfbaRbK6yLPQ5LkgovDiEGlr2cXVVWwIIVLs4gG7Wdhv8pkNclLw-2B4R-2B60rLTx3E-2BjiKpyQRHr-2FeeGFduS2xajHg-2BR9FRBeEoVLbztPdeeUsS1YdtWydEbUAR7S5VGFQmOCt6itonAzsZtcJR4Mz9FYvs5xQuzNzT0SBQwtyZyPrBYAc5MHLDkQ23cOzb9h1YTF6y8H7UycdPMA1qLBwTgNJEhmEbCXRixXJo281pAm2qUmTQDnKHfKeORnsAZLZbod1tw7BwG9FBJjYNIZwtZ1hvjSZx7pKwpcRlEOm4G0gd9rIqOC0BEgHV1DTvbs2lNoz13yG4ioMAbh2YzvLnIA-3D-3D
https://www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/
https://www.westcollegescotland.ac.uk/
http://email.groupcallalert.com/ls/click?upn=FtdExPtPAA-2Bxp0h4nRpn1kzIeauJMcWN4-2BLcl85dQ-2FL9ARnryLQN-2BiQw5-2BWLs-2BS457AFql-2BGLtUVpsvc2nuYerJlPCAhUdyFf2Eh46fH8m6o9wtkAv71-2FP70bmqbfmmrBEvy7E3lxhXGH1JIvms1j9d4lmq9gKc1OPrHabedvebZkZ1Xja-2BAN-2FZKR5Ve2791syLR7nbXHIuG5g3q736D9uUYfvpfFIY6ojkGdOOcKLNbL-2FMrOKFOgvjLC3muJrdy0qpge3BElgLlRq6EvkpXn1B4MmzlKofdCZ4n2D75m9zrHu860yySwxa-2Bg-2F1ZkTOYethRj1S-2FUyk6M7DmEWQZyrKbDL3-2BIHrRlc9gZp6SVOoBRkOm2-2FS8HFavf-2B3XVI-2BySnRqLeH4iAyTYQXZUL-2FeA7p0uDIDZKtoepyTtXd2VTZ1ldjvi0rm7Xn-2BIuGny9PsqZ1gP3zpJokKmeNULsA1NHKDodP0pIesrn3nbiYvgtgtkMdIB-2BKR-2FGTyNxfycx0mz6iQaaSvHUa-2FjxMkssogWYPjiCuyG7YcWYTTlFwea3D37DdVsjlQwbZdz-2BbKO8yJ3c-2F8UjV5-2FIcIPIOPy5ohscMdtc-2BefdCNBP3OTqt-2Bfik0KZFDh4IZrIL6JSlJZHHp3-2BNc8XnmGcuKsq-2Bbfxy9YZ4TE5wd00zc-2Fj6nXrrS-2FSZqE1R9DKBE00uZv0x9HvBHKTMkUw91CuP4-2Fd-2FoG8C9rzNCdrY9I-2FNK7lLZzlIEUHmSfgy2uIbmZq5xmbSAW8R5J-2BolLvOuD0nuTX-2BAzbguiqVyHF41HeXBO40Rr-2FAw2Sw-3DufXe_pCStXfFZ4Him89I9RWgTobexWmvF2-2BwChuRtwp4CTIun8nhYKLgUDvR-2FQiDTTfK-2BfbaRbK6yLPQ5LkgovDiEGlr2cXVVWwIIVLs4gG7Wdhv8pkNclLw-2B4R-2B60rLTx3E-2BjiKpyQRHr-2FeeGFduS2xajHg-2BR9FRBeEoVLbztPdeeUsS1YdtWydEbUAR7S5VGFQmOCt6itonAzsZtcJR4Mz9FYvs5xQuzNzT0SBQwtyZyPrBYAc5MHLDkQ23cOzb9h1YcgGOai8vunfibC6KmOlH1fpjW96yPKfj-2Bg-2FRyc-2BwVqQD7jYC6JAgsQndaRDgHdcFVYptl7RNC825fGj8wCesSTDD75SX4lMk3pQzr2b2jYhZ5yfCT-2BUtSU7WvgJAmJCnZlyCTM4yYU5uenouRk9-2F2A-3D-3D


University Education

• Full time UNIVERSITY courses start in SEPTEMBER. 

• Applications are taken from previous AUGUST.  

• Applications take place through UCAS.

• Medical courses and Oxbridge applications in earlier.

• Entry varies but is usually based on Highers.

• Pupils MUST check specific courses needed for entry.



Apprenticeships

• Apprenticeships help build the experience and 
skills that employers want to see. 

• They are jobs with training towards an 
approved qualification at different levels (eg
Modern Apprenticeship and Graduate 
Apprenticeship).

• More info and vacancies at 
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/


SDS Support

• Skills Development Scotland (SDS) offer careers 
support and employment advice during school and 
after pupils leave.

• Karen Clark is our SDS Advisor and can be reached at: 

– karen.clark@sds.co.uk

– 0141 777 5860 or 07917556154

– Careers Centre, NCL Kirkintilloch Campus, 50 
Southbank Rd, Kirkintilloch G66 1NH



Questions?
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	Building Success 
	Building Success 
	Building Success 
	-
	Making Informed Choices 


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Discuss options in PSE class inserts


	•
	•
	•
	Discuss information in Pupil Report


	•
	•
	•
	Read course info in Options Information Booklet


	•
	•
	•
	Research career interests and requirements


	•
	•
	•
	Research 
	entry requirement for College, 
	etc


	•
	•
	•
	Discussion with Pupil Support Teacher


	•
	•
	•
	Discussion with SDS Careers Adviser
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	Building Success 
	Building Success 
	-
	Making Informed Choices 


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Good reasons for choices:


	–
	–
	–
	–
	Ability and enjoyment


	–
	–
	–
	Future plans and relevance of courses to them


	–
	–
	–
	Breadth and depth of student’s “suite” of qualifications


	–
	–
	–
	Commitment (courses need to be finished)



	•
	•
	•
	Poorer reasons for choices:


	–
	–
	–
	–
	It’s what your friends are picking or one person has advised


	–
	–
	–
	Departmental or teacher preferences


	–
	–
	–
	Looking for “spare time”
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	Options Confirmed/Changed
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	FURTHER INFORMATION


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Span
	www.turnbull.e
	-
	dunbarton.sch.uk



	•
	•
	•
	•
	Nationals 
	Span
	in a Nutshell 
	–
	the National Parent 
	Forum of 
	Span
	Scotland



	•
	•
	•
	•
	Scottish 
	Span
	Qualifications 
	Authority



	•
	•
	•
	•
	http
	Span
	://
	www.planitplus.net/



	•
	•
	•
	•
	www.myworld 
	Span
	of work.co.uk



	•
	•
	•
	Maximising Attainment Workshop 
	–
	August
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	College Education
	College Education
	College Education


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Full time COLLEGE courses start around 
	AUGUST
	. 


	•
	•
	•
	Applications are taken from 
	JANUARY 
	onwards.  


	•
	•
	•
	Wide 
	range of courses from National Qualifications and 
	Access through to HNC/D.


	•
	•
	•
	Entry varies 
	–
	eg
	: “none” to National 4 or 5’s to 1
	-
	3 Highers.


	•
	•
	•
	Can “step” from one level of course to another 
	eg
	: NQ onto 
	HNC/D.  HNC/D can give entry to Year 1
	-
	3 of relevant 
	University Degree.
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	College Education


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Apply online via College 
	websites.


	–
	–
	–
	–
	CITY 
	OF GLASOW
	COLLEGE
	-
	https://
	https://
	Span
	www.cityofglasgowcollege.ac.uk/



	–
	–
	–
	GLASGOW 
	CLYDE
	COLLEGE
	-
	https://
	https://
	Span
	www.glasgowclyde.ac.uk/



	–
	–
	–
	GLASGOW 
	KELVIN
	COLLEGE
	-
	https://
	https://
	Span
	www.glasgowkelvin.ac.uk/



	–
	–
	–
	NEW
	COLLEGE
	LANARKSHIRE 
	-
	https://
	https://
	Span
	www.nclanarkshire.ac.uk/



	–
	–
	–
	WEST
	COLLEGE
	SCOTLAND 
	-
	https://
	https://
	Span
	www.westcollegescotland.ac.uk/



	–
	–
	–
	SOUTH 
	LANARKSHIRE
	COLLEGE
	-
	https://
	https://
	Span
	www.south
	-
	lanarkshire
	-
	college.ac.uk
	Span
	/
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	University Education


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Full time 
	UNIVERSITY 
	courses start 
	in 
	SEPTEMBER
	. 


	•
	•
	•
	Applications are taken from previous 
	AUGUST
	.  


	•
	•
	•
	Applications take place through UCAS.


	•
	•
	•
	Medical courses and Oxbridge applications in earlier.


	•
	•
	•
	Entry varies 
	but is usually based on Highers.


	•
	•
	•
	Pupils MUST check specific courses needed for entry.
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	Apprenticeships


	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Apprenticeships help 
	build 
	the experience and 
	skills that employers want to see. 


	•
	•
	•
	They are jobs with training towards 
	an 
	approved qualification at different levels 
	(
	eg
	Modern Apprenticeship and Graduate 
	Apprenticeship).


	•
	•
	•
	More info and vacancies at 
	https://www.apprenticeships.scot/
	https://www.apprenticeships.scot/
	Span
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Skills Development Scotland (SDS) offer careers 
	support and 
	employment advice during school and 
	after pupils leave.


	•
	•
	•
	Karen 
	Clark 
	is our SDS Advisor and can be reached 
	at: 


	–
	–
	–
	–
	karen.clark@sds.co.uk


	–
	–
	–
	0141 
	777 
	5860 or 
	07917556154


	–
	–
	–
	Careers Centre, NCL Kirkintilloch Campus, 50 
	Southbank Rd, Kirkintilloch G66 
	1NH
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