
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Matters 

 

 It is our intention that S4-S6 Prelims will run throughout December. All students will 

be provided with a prelim timetable by the end of this month. A copy of the prelim 

timetable will also be available on the school website. Supported Study classes start 

on Monday 1st  November. 

 Option Choice Programme / Timetable 2022/23 – straw polls regarding pupil choice 

of subjects will take place with all year groups S2-S5 on 4th November as part of our 

myWOW Choices Event. Students in S2 have been given an initial free choice in the 

last 2 columns – this will ensure their BGE entitlement to a breadth of study across 

all curriculum areas whilst providing some element of choice. Students in S3-S5 are 

being given a free choice in the initial straw poll (English and Maths compulsory up 

to S4). The information gathered from the straw polls will be used to inform column 

structures and workforce planning. A series of Parent Information Evenings will be 

taking place in the coming months via Teams. All pupils will be further supported in 

PSE and through 1-1 interviews with their PT Pupil Support, where requested. The 

SDS Advisers are also available for 1-1 interviews in relation to careers. These are 

available on request through the PT Pupil Support. 

 Parent Evenings – EDC covid mitigations still prevent Parent Evenings from taking 

place in the previous format. The authority are looking at purchasing an on-line 

package. We are currently awaiting further update. 

 As part of our quality assurance programme and school improvement planning, SMT 

and staff across all departments are engaging in learning visits throughout October. 

Pupil BLP ambassadors have led assemblies to discuss our current learning and 

teaching focus – ACTIVE PARTICIPATION. 
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Staff 

 The following post have been advertised to support learning loss and begin to 

address the requirements of the OECD recommendations: 

o 0.4 Literacy Support 

o 0.2 ‘That Reading Thing’  

o 0.6 Numeracy Support 

o 1FTE Teacher of Religious Education 

o 0.5 FTE Primary Teacher 

 We are delighted to welcome Mr Grant Golding, brass instructor, to our school 

community. 

 We are also delighted to welcome the following SLA colleagues to our Pupil Support 

Team  

o Joseph Ash 

o Robyn Craig 

 

Spiritual 

 A weekly service continues to take place in our school Oratory every Thursday at 

8.45am for BGE pupils. 

 CREDO - This group takes place on Tuesday lunchtimes in RE department and 

includes all of our regular faith-in-action activities in the school. It is led by our S6 

Caritas pupils and gives pupils an opportunity to plan and lead our fundraising in the 

school through the year. 

 Father Monaghan has been celebrating a welcome Mass for each S1 House Group in 
our beautiful Oratory.  

 Our S1 pupils also participated in our S1 retreat on Tuesday 28th September. 
Following on from receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, this retreat aimed to 
take our young people through to a more mature discipleship informed by the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 Plans are underway for the celebration of our Patronal Feast Day on the 19th 
November. 

  

 

School Events 

 The S2 Study Skills Day took place on Friday 17th September.  

 Amazonia Visit: We were delighted to welcome back the Amazonia rainforest animal 
visit for S2 pupils on Monday 4th October. This forms part of our IDL activity with 
Geography and Biology and this year we also incorporated Modern Languages.  



 Maths Week: Pupils from across all stages participated in a range of activities 
throughout maths week. 
 
 

Year  Activity When Details 

1 

 

One period during the 

week 

Last year our S6 leadership 

pupils created a Maths 

themed version of The 

Chase!  Can you beat The 

Chaser? 

2 

Cryptography Challenge 

 

One period during the 

week 

The names of five exhibits 

in the National Museum of 

Scotland have been 

encrypted as secret 

messages. Each one has 

been encrypted using a 

different cipher. Can you 

crack the code? 

1-3 

Relay – a – day! 

 

All Week 

You’ve heard of 5 – a – day 

but have you tried a relay – 

a – day? Each day a new 

online relay will be set on 

SMHW! 

1  Friday 2nd October 

S1 pupils will have the 

opportunity to learn more 

about how Maths is used in 

a variety of careers, from 

architecture to sport, 

through a series of videos 

and activities.  

3 

Women in Maths 

 All Week 

The focus for S3/4 during 

Maths Week will be the 

application of Maths in the 

world of work and the 

promotion of STEM careers 

for women.  Every day 

pupils will be shown a video 

of how Maths relates to a 

specific job with an 

opportunity for discussion 

at the end of the week. 



5/6 

 

All Week 

Ever thought of becoming 

an actuary? 

Learn more about the role 

of an actuary, how your 

maths expertise can help 

businesses protect 

themselves against the 

unknown and how problem 

solvers and critical thinkers 

unpick problems and tackle 

issues such as climate 

change and cyber risk 

through videos created by 

Institute and Faculty of 

Actuaries 

 
 

 All S1 pupils have been gifted a Turnbull High School Reusable water bottle. The aim 
of issuing all S1 pupils a water bottle is to reduce the amount of single use plastic in 
school with a particularly focus on plastic bottles.  
Working with cluster schools in Scotland and Nigeria, we were successful in 
obtaining funding from Connecting Classrooms around the theme of reuse. In the 
future, S1 pupils will learn about the projects of our Nigerian school partners and 
learn in further depth how plastic waste impacts our planet.  
We would be grateful if parents could encourage pupils to use these water bottles. 

 Twelve pupils have signed up to take part in the NHS Virtual work experience 
programme that is taking place in October. 
This programme will support students interested in the following careers: 
Nursing, Midwifery, Paramedicine, Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Dietetics, 
Radiography, Prosthetics and Orthotics, Speech and language therapy and Pharmacy. 

 S4-S6 Mindset for Exams will take place 18th & 19th October with a parent session on 

the evening of the 19th. 

 BGE Power of Yet sessions will take place on 25th & 26th October. 

 S1 social event – 27th October periods 5&6 

 Our Pupil Sustainability Committee have launched a recycling initiative with the 
technical department. We are planning to recycle some unwanted plastic items into 
new products such as pens, coaster, keyrings etc.  We’re specifically looking for 
items made from HDPE which can be identified by the logo below:   

                                                                     



  
Common uses for HDPE include:  

 Bottle tops  
 Milk jugs (including the lids)   
 Shampoo and conditioner bottles   
 Household cleaning product bottles (bleach, sprays etc.)   

It would be a huge help if you could collect some of these items and encouraging 
pupils to bring them in to school. 

 

School/Individual Achievements 

 School Captains have been appointed and nominations for Head Boy and Head Girl 

are currently being reviewed.  

 School awards have been issued. The names of recipients were listed in the recent 

edition of the Turnbull Times. 

 Well done to all our pupils who participated in the Inter-House cycle week challenge. 

 We were delighted to receive notification that we have been shortlisted as finalists 

in the Education Scotland Learning for Sustainability Community Award. Final judging 

has taken place and the winner will be announced on the 27th October. 

 MicroTycoUK: Thousands of students across the UK submitted 5-minute Micro-Tyco 

Innovate video pitches, outlining their sustainable solutions to social or 

environmental issues in their schools and wider communities. The Judges from our 

Corporate Schools Partners had a really tough job selecting 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. 

However, we are delighted to announce that THS teams won 2nd and 3rd place. 

 Scottish Power are working in partnership with COP26 event organisers to deliver 

'Let's Talk Energy’ on 4th November. THS has been invited to participate in this 

prestigious event that will provide young people with an opportunity to put forward 

their views on how Scotland could deliver a net zero energy policy. 

 We are currently in the 'Promote The Vote' stage of the 2021 SYP Elections, 

which runs until November. There are 7 candidates running in the Strathkelvin & 

Bearsden constituency for 2 MSYP seats and we are delighted that one of our S4 

students, Anna Henry, is included in this list. Their candidate profiles are now live 

and can be found on the link below: 

https://elections.syp.org.uk/elections/7/constituency/17/ 

    

https://elections.syp.org.uk/elections/7/constituency/17/



