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In Attendance 

 

Mr. Stewart Collins                   PC Chair 

Mr. Martin McBride            PC Vice Chair  

Mrs. Angela Murray                  PC Secretary 

Mrs Laura McManus                 Parent member 

Mrs. Sharon Hill                        Parent member            

Mr Paul Watson                        Parent member 

Mrs Tracey Fox                         Parent 

Ms. Tolu O.                               Parent 

Mr. Andrew Vaughan                Church Representative 

Councillor Low 

Mrs. Eileen Kennedy            Head teacher 

 

Apologies 

No apologies received 

 

 
 

 Agenda Item 

 Introductions  
 
Mr Stewart Collins opened the meeting by welcoming the virtual attendees.  
 

3. Approval of minutes 

Minutes were approved. 

4. Health, Safety & Security 

Mrs Kennedy informed the meeting that LA Travel bus service has been stopped. It is hoped that it will 

be reinstated if numbers increase when COVID restrictions are eased. Mrs Fox stated that some parents 

were sending their children to Bishopbriggs Academy as they would be walking past it to go to Turnbull 

High. 

  Head Teacher’s Report 

The full report can be found at: 

http://www.turnbull.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/media/12854/parent-council-head-teacher-report-may-2021.pdf 

Mrs Kennedy informed the meeting that the children with additional support needs were enjoying the 

triple periods of the current timetable. She stated that this is easier to keep in place for the Senior Phase 

but not so for the BGE years. Staff overall, were liking the longer periods but had to adjust teaching plans 

about:blank
about:blank


and a few other “tweaks”. Moderation has increased for exam marking. @DYWTurnbull now on Twitter 

– Mrs Brown will support interested young people. 

Mr Vaughan asked that as Mr Sloan had moved on to a new post, would his post of Equity teacher, still 

continue at Turnbull? Mrs Kennedy replied in the affirmative. 

 

Mr McBride asked if the attainment gap had grown wider due to the COVID restrictions. Mrs Kennedy 

replied that there is no initial evidence that demonstrates this but long term tracking may indicate 

otherwise. The issues during the first lockdown were that the Hub being in Bishopbriggs Academy and 

some children having no access to internet was a barrier. However, in this recent lockdown were all 

children had internet access and the Hub was in Turnbull meant that the young people were able to be 

more fully supported. 

Mrs Murray asked if the end date for S6 pupils had changed? Mrs Kennedy replied that the 4th of June 

would be the last day for S6 pupils. Those that are needing to gather more evidence for their grades will 

have a further 2 weeks before this evidence is considered, moderated and reported on to SQA. 

Mrs McManus asked that as her S1 daughter had a triple block of History but no other Social Science, 

would this continue to the end of term. Mrs Kennedy replied that the subjects will be rotated.  

Mrs Fox stated that some assessment papers were being shared on TikTok and other social media 

platforms and asked if the school was concerned about this? Mrs Kennedy replied that SQA were 

requesting that evidence was taken from a number of areas and not just a single one-off assessment. 

Also, if certain subjects felt that their assessments were compromised a different exam would be 

assigned. 

6. Parish Report 

Mr Vaughan informed the meeting that this was his last meeting as Parish Rep. He stated that it had 

been a privilege to serve but it was time for someone from St. Matthew’s to take up the role. 

Father Monaghan has completed the preparations for the First Holy Communions and Confirmations. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation had been completed for the P3 children of St. Helen’s primary. Fr. 

Monaghan’s time is limited in Turnbull High but he continues to liaise with Mr. Pierce and staff. St. 

Dominic’s SVDP continue to be available to help support families struggling due to the pandemic. 

Mr Collins thanked Mr Vaughan for his service on behalf of the Parent Council. 

7. Parental correspondence 

Mrs Hill had been asked to mention Placing requests. A few parents had contacted her re placing request 

refusals to Turnbull. Mrs Kennedy explained that this was not Parent Council business and that parents 

must take it up with EDC. Mrs Kennedy explained that she was not in a position to comment and that all 

information would need to be sought from the Authority. 

Mr McBride asked if there were any plans regarding S5/S6 celebrations. Staff are discussing plans with 

the interested parties but COVID limitations restrict options. It is hoped that Fr. Monaghan can celebrate 

a Leavers Mass in the school. Mr Collins mentioned that the Hoodie and yearbook orders have to be 

submitted by Friday 14th May. 

8. Chair’s Update 

Regarding the LA bus, Mr Collins asked about a list of users. Hopefully the new S1 pupils will be 

interested. Information regarding the bus could be sent out to the P7 parents. Mr McBride asked Cllr Low 

if the talks regarding the bus should be taken to the Council because of the significant hardship posed 

for parents to get their children from one end of Bishopbriggs through the Cross to the other side of 

Bishopbriggs where Turnbull is situated. Cllr Low speculated that due to the change in EDC admission 

policy, parents had not applied to Bishopbriggs Academy for fear of not getting in and had therefore 

stayed with Turnbull, thus resulting in fewer places for placing requests. 



 

9. A.O.C.B. 

Mrs Murray asked if black trainers were acceptable footwear as a number of parents were having a” 

battle of wills” with their young people over this issue. Mrs Kennedy replied that an Assembly was due to 

be dedicated to the uniform policy and the wearing of appropriate footwear and blazers would be covered. 

Mrs Fox stated that children may comply but that timing may be an issue (with it being so close to the 

end of term). Mrs Kennedy replied that if the young person intimated that money was an issue, then a 

slip would be issued by the SLT to grant permission. 

Mrs McManus asked if there was any update regarding the Caritas Award. Mrs Kennedy replied that the 

submissions by the candidates had been completed. 

12. Date of next meeting 

14th June 2021.  

 




