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In Attendance 

 

Mr. Stewart Collins                   PC Chair 

Mr. Martin McBride            PC Vice Chair  

Mrs. Angela Murray                  PC Secretary 

Mrs Laura McManus                 Parent member 

Mrs. Sharon Hill                        Parent member            

Mr Hendrie                                Teacher Representative 

Mr. Andrew Vaughan                Church Representative 

Mrs. Tracey McBride                 Parent 

Clair McClelland                        Parent 

Trish Kennedy                           Parent 

Mr & Mrs Begen                        Parents 

Thomas Lynch                          Parents 

 

Councillor Low 

Mrs. Eileen Kennedy                 Head teacher 

 

Apologies 

No apologies 

 

 
 

 Agenda Item 

2. Introductions  
 
Mr Stewart Collins opened the meeting by welcoming the virtual attendees.  
 

3. Approval of minutes 

Minutes were approved. 

4. Actions arising from minutes. 

Mrs Hill asked if cameras were definitely not to be used during online lessons. Mrs Kennedy replied 

that she would check as this is Authority-directed. 

5. Health, Safety & Security 

Mrs Kennedy informed the meeting that there was work being carried out on some of the brickwork of 

the school. 
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6.  Head Teacher’s Report 

The full report can be found at: 

http://www.turnbull.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/media/12854/parent-council-head-teacher-report-february-

2021.pdf 

Mrs Kennedy informed the meeting that a Risk Assessment had been carried out at the school as a result 

of the Scottish Government’s announcement that S4-S6 pupils will be returning to school on a blended-

learning basis on the 15th March. As a result of the risk assessment, it has been decided that the young 

people will be in school for triple periods of the one subject. This will reduce the risk of contact amongst 

individuals moving about the building changing classrooms. 

Evidence from the weekly feedback surveys from the BGE years showed young people were struggling 

to cover 14 individual periods of online tuition. The timetable was changed to double periods which has 

resulted in much better management for both pupils and parents. The same principle has been used in 

planning the Senior Years timetable. 

The SQA have sent out last year’s unused exam papers to be used as assessments. Where necessary, 

these can be broken down into large “chunks” to be administered. The results from these assessments 

will provide robust evidence when awarding grades. 

Mr Collins asked if these assessments will be carried out in the triple block periods. Mrs Kennedy replied 

yes but the specific arrangements will be dependent on the time left and can vary from subject to subject. 

Assessments can be tailored to reflect individual circumstance. For example, 4th year Physics may still 

need to gather Key evidence across all areas of course  but 5th and 6th years sat Prelims and so teachers 

may focus on the second part of the year, i.e., from January onwards. Once the young people return to 

school, assessments will be carried out The current certification model requires demonstrated attainment 

and not inferred attainment. If circumstances changed and this was not possible then discussions would 

need to take place at national level with the SQA about inferred attainment. Mr McBride asked if school 

had a time frame in mind for such a decision. Mrs Kennedy replied that they did not at this time, that they 

too, are waiting for updates. 

Mrs Kennedy informed the meeting that in addition to the S4-S6 young people, all key workers children 

will still be in school. 

Mrs Begen asked about the current arrangements for young people in practical classes. Not all were 

timetabled to come into school. As was the case for her child who is sitting Nat 5s in P.E. and music. Mrs 

Kennedy said that, whilst she is unable to comment on individual cases in Parent Council meetings, more 

generally, only those who do not have completed evidence will be asked to come back to school at this 

point and in the case of P.E., only those whose chosen sport allows for the 2m distancing rule to be 

maintained. In the case of music, young people have their instruments at home and have been recording 

their music and submitting it to Mr Hoyle, the PT of Music. It is only pupils who do not have access to 

their instrument at home who require to come in. 

Testing: The local authority has signed up to the asymptomatic testing drive. All staff have been offered 

self-test kits as long as they are coming in to school. As the senior phase return, these young people will 

be asked to sign up. Mr McBride asked what happens in the event of a positive result. Mrs Kennedy 

replied that it was to be the usual procedure. Self-isolate and book a confirmatory PCR test which links 

in with Test and Protect. No-one in school is at a distance of less that 2m at this point, so there is less 

cause for worry. Should a link between 2 positives be identified in school at the same time, another 

process kicks in. 

Mrs McLaughlin has asked that parents video themselves talking about their careers and send them in 

to the school to help launch the initiative “Inspire Me” which aims to inspire young people in their career 

choices. 
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7. Updated Reporting Guidelines from EDC 

Mrs Kennedy asked members if they had comments regarding the Guidelines that had been emailed out. 

Mrs Murray said that she was happy with the proposals as they proposed what amounted to real time 

feedback to parents regarding their child’s learning progress. She also pointed out that Turnbull seemed 

to be already doing much of that which was mentioned in the guidelines. Other members had not had a 

chance to read it and would therefore email Mrs Kennedy directly with their comments. 

8. Parish Report 

Mr Vaughan informed the meeting that Fr. Monaghan continues to live-stream Sunday Mass at 10am. 

 

9. Parental correspondence 

No correspondence 

10. Chair’s Update 

No report. 

11. A.O.C.B. 

Mr McBride asked if the school has mental health ambassadors. Mrs Kennedy replied that mental health 

issues are delivered mainly through the Pastoral Care staff, the wellbeing teacher and wellbeing Captains 

and staff who have undergone mental health training as part of the school recovery plan. 

12. Date of next meeting 

29th March 2021.  

 


