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In Attendance 

 

Mr. Stewart Collins                   PC Chair 

Mr. Martin McBride            PC Vice Chair  

Mrs. Angela Murray                  PC Secretary 

Mr. Andrew Vaughan                PC Church Representative 

Mrs. Sharon Hill                        PC Parent member            

Paul Watson                             Parent 

Louise Young                           Parent 

Mr Walker                                 Teacher 

 

Mrs. Eileen Kennedy                Head teacher 

 

Apologies 

Councillor Low 

Mr Hendrie                                  Teacher Representative 

Mrs. Laura McManus                  PC Parent member 

 

 

 
 

 Agenda Item 

2. Introductions  
 
Mr Stewart Collins opened the meeting by welcoming the virtual attendees. Mrs Kennedy pointed out 
that Councillor Low was still unable to attend due to software restrictions from his Council Offices. 
 

3. Approval of minutes 

Minutes were approved. 

4. Actions arising from minutes 

Mrs Kennedy informed the meeting that, as a result of the issue being raised by Mr. Watson at a 

previous meeting, the school was now issuing the Test & Protect leaflet from the Scottish Government 

to young people who are asked to self-isolate. 

The email addresses for the Office Bearers of the Parent Council had now been updated on the school 

website. 
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5. Health, Safety & Security 

COVID – Mrs Kennedy informed the meeting that there had been three positive cases since the last 

meeting, however, these had all arisen in the community. As a result, large numbers of young people 

had to self-isolate; twenty on second year, thirty in third year and fifty in fourth year. 

Regarding the fire alarms discussed at the last meeting, one young person has been identified as having 

set off two alarms whilst two young people were identified as setting off one alarm. Parents and Police 

have been notified and involved resulting in exclusion from classes and lunch-time detention. Mrs Hill 

asked if the school was charged by the Fire Service for these false alarms. Mrs Kennedy informed us 

that the charge was around £800 per call-out. 

Mrs Kennedy informed the meeting of her intention to put a piece in the Turnbull Times regarding the 

issue of parents parking in the drop-off zone. 

Mrs Young praised the school staff in their management of those self-isolating.  

6.  Head Teacher’s Report 

The full report can be found at: 

http://www.turnbull.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/media/12504/parent-council-head-teacher-report-november-

2020.pdf 

Mrs Kennedy explained that exam grades will be determined by the gathering of key pieces of evidence. 

The SQA will be providing an exam paper that can be broken down and used as part of this key evidence. 

Mr Walker added that they have had no date from the SQA as to when the papers will be released. Mrs 

Hill pointed out that the SQA is suggesting 2-4 pieces of evidence be used and asked how this would be 

determined. Mrs Kennedy replied that it depended upon the subject and the number of elements in the 

course. In Geography, three units are covered for National 5 and in English, four units are covered 

therefore, evidence will be gathered from each unit.  

Parents Information Evenings for third year pupils will take place later this month via Microsoft Teams. 

Parents can submit questions ahead of the presentation given by the SLT. If parents still have questions, 

guidance staff will be available to discuss them with parents via phonecall. 

S2 reports were brought forward and sent out last week. 

Mr Collins asked if there was concern at the lack of engagement from isolating pupils. Mrs Kennedy said 

that she had been surprised at how low the participation had been but that IT provision was now improved 

and parents/carers of pupils identified as not having participated, had been contacted. 

Mrs Kennedy informed the meeting that there were five teachers absent from school. One teacher had 

been sourced for Maths. Not all Biology teachers are available to teach Advanced Higher so the school 

has set up a Teams link with another EDC school to support AH Biology pupils. It is also looking into 

connecting with the University of Glasgow for mentoring. 

All school assemblies are carried out via Microsoft Teams. 

Mrs Kennedy wished to congratulate the winners of the Turnbull Prize, Christina Hill and Christy Bulloch-

Walker. 

7. GTC  

Mrs Kennedy outlined an email that she had received from the GTC.  

The UK Internal Market Bill (the UKIM Bill) which is currently being discussed in the UK Parliament poses 

a threat to the education system and the quality of teaching in Scottish schools. The current system 

safeguards the quality of our teachers. If the system is to be changed in the way that is proposed by the 

UKIM Bill, it would mean that an individual who is a teacher in another part of the UK will be eligible to 

teach in another part (or to gain registration in Scotland). It could mean that individuals who are 
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‘unqualified teachers’ in other parts of the UK could register, almost automatically, as teachers in 

Scotland as a result of the terms of the UKIM Bill. The GTC asks parents to write to their MPs urging 

them to support amendments which seek to exclude the teaching profession and teacher services from 

the duties and requirements imposed by the UKIM Bill. 

 

7b. Retrieval Learning Document 

Parent Council members had been emailed the booklet ahead of this meeting. Mr Walker informed the 

meeting that he had compiled this document to create a link between classroom and home to enable 

pupils to have better success at home-learning. He explained the rationale behind the book was to 

encourage deep learning and had included many strategies on how to achieve this. 

All parents thought that the booklet was marvellous and wanted it promoted in as many ways as possible.  

Mr. McBride suggested the school Captains promote it throughout the school and Mr. Walker requested 

any ideas parents may have be emailed to him. 

Mr. Walker informed the meeting that the booklet was being emailed to all parents. 

8. Parish Report 

Weekday masses continue to be held at 9.30am in St. Dominic’s, no sign-in required. There are 3 

weekend masses which do require sign-in. Benediction at 7.30pm on Wednesday evenings with Caritas 

candidates volunteering to clean the Church afterwards. Mr. Vaughan wished to thank Fr. Monaghan for 

being very accommodating in such stressful circumstances. 

9. Parental correspondence 

Enquiries over the last couple of months have been concerned with exams, teacher absences and that 

not enough coursework has been completed before the Prelims. Mrs Kennedy replied that the only 

concern would be the current 4th years and this was one of the reasons for the Nat 5 exams being 

cancelled. 5th and 6th year pupils were on study leave for the majority of the lockdown and therefore would 

not have been doing coursework. Prelims are held in early December to allow plenty of time for extra 

measures should they be warranted. 

10. Chair’s Update 

Mr. Collins pointed out that these are trying times for all stakeholders and that if we move to level 4 

restrictions, things will become even more difficult. Mrs Murray thanked the staff for their hard work under 

very trying circumstances.. Mrs Kennedy assured the meeting that the school was keeping tabs on the 

health and wellbeing of the staff and young people. 

11. A.O.C.B. 

Mr Watson requested an update regarding P.E.. Level 3 – young people allowed inside with some contact 

sports permitted. Level 4 means outside individual sports only. He also passed on his thanks to the 

school and urged Mr. Walker to share the Retrieval Learning booklet far and wide. 

Mrs Young thanked Mrs Kennedy for the reports for second year pupils being brought forward. 

12. Date of next meeting 

11th January 2012. We will be discussing the School Recovery Plan. 

 


