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LETTER FROM THE HEAD TEACHER
Dear Parent/Carer
Welcome to our October/November
edition of the Turnbull Times.
The first term has passed quickly and
everyone has adapted to the new
environment that we find ourselves in
due to Covid restrictions. Although
participation in extra curricular activities
has been seriously curtailed during term
one, you can read about some of the
activities that have been happening in our
school inside this newsletter.
Retiral
After 15 years of outstanding service to
Turnbull High School, Mr Hughes retired
from his post of Principal Teacher of
Religious Education on Wednesday 23rd
September. On behalf of the entire school
community, I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to Mr Hughes for his
contribution to our school and wish him a
very long and happy retirement with his
family.
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We were absolutely delighted when Mr
Hughes presented the school with two
antique holy water fonts for our beautiful
oratory. This donation marks the time
spent in Turnbull by both Mr Hughes as a
teacher (2005-20) and his son Roraigh as
a pupil (2012-18).

followed the liturgy of the day which
included the feast of the Guardian Angels
and the Feast of St Matthew. Pupils all
received a blessed prayer card bearing
the school prayer.
Senior Awards Ceremony
Whilst it has not been possible to host our
annual Senior Awards Ceremony this
year, the high levels of attainment and
wide ranging achievements of so many of
our young people has still been
recognised through the awarding of the
usual certificates and prizes. Details of our
award winners will be provided in the
next edition of the Turnbull Times.
Congratulations to all our award winners
Option Choices - Straw Polls – S2 –S5
The Senior Management Team will be
conducting straw polls with students in S2
to S5 during October/November. The data
gathered from this exercise will inform
our curriculum structure for session
2021/22.
Parents will be provided with further
information in advance of the straw polls
taking place to allow them to support
their child in this process.
Latecoming

S1 Welcome Masses
Although we were unable to celebrate
our First Year Welcome Mass in the usual
way, Father Monaghan celebrated a
welcome Mass for each House Group in
our beautiful Oratory. These Masses

Latecoming is currently giving some cause
for concern. School begins at 9:00am.
Please instil in your son/daughter the
importance of punctuality and support
them in arriving on time for school every
day.

A community of faith1 engaged in learning
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Communication

(Continued from page 1)

During lockdown many staff were communicating
directly with pupils and parents to offer support with
home learning activities.

Textbooks (final plea!)
The return of textbooks has been very poor this year.
The maths department alone still have over £1,500
worth of resources to be returned.

However, now that we are back in school and staff
have their face to face class commitments again, we
would be grateful if you could raise any concerns
about your child's progress or information in their
Profiles with their Pupil Support teacher rather than
individual teachers directly.

Departmental budgets are needed to support
curriculum development and cannot fund the
replacement of textbooks on an annual basis. If your
son/daughter has any textbooks from last session
please ensure they return them to the appropriate
department as a matter of urgency.

This will help us keep an overview of all issues and
provide one central point of contact for you.

Pupil Materials

Mid Term Holiday

To minimise the risk of contamination posed by
sharing resources please ensure that you child comes
to school fully prepared each day with all the
necessary equipment (pen, pencil, calculator etc).

School will close for the students at 3.45pm on
Thursday 8th October. School will reopen on Monday
19th October at 9:00am.

Also, to minimise footfall and reduce the risk of cross
contamination parents should not be entering the
school building. If you need to drop off forgotten
items such as PE kit, lunch money etc please
telephone the school office from outside the building.
Office staff will then make arrangements for your
child to be released from class to collect these items
from you.

Thank you for your continuing prayers and support.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any
assistance to you.
Yours sincerely

Eileen Kennedy
Head Teacher

RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOLS AWARD
Bronze award with Silver aspirations!
Turnbull High School is in possession of the Bronze Rights Respecting
Schools Award and is on the path to achieving the Silver award. The
Bronze Rights Committed is the first stage of the Rights Respecting
Schools Award. It is primarily a planning stage for the second stage
of the RRSA, Silver: Rights Committed. Pupils and staff at Turnbull
are collectively working their way towards achieving the Silver award
within the school.
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PARENTS REQUIRED
Turnbull High School Parent Council
To ensure that it can continue to provide representation of the views of our Parent Forum with the School
management and the East Dunbartonshire Education department, the Parent Council of Turnbull High School
requires new parent members.
Any parent with a child at the school can volunteer to become a member of the Parent Council.
The role of the Parent Council is to:


Support the school in its work with parents



Represent the views of all parents



Promote contact between the school, parents, pupils, providers of nursery education and the wider local
community

Prepare a formal Report to the Parent Forum (all parents) on an annual basis
The Parent Council meets six times during the school year with each meeting lasting for around two hours. Our
next meeting will take place on Monday 19th October at 19:00. Meetings normally take place in the Conference
Meeting room at the school, however due to the current circumstances they will now be held using a web based
conference call method, such as “Teams”.
If you are interested in joining the Parent Council or would like further information on any aspect of the role, it
provides in support of the Parent Forum, please contact me at the following email address.
srcseh@gmail.com
By joining one of the meetings, you are not making any commitment to “sign up for life”, so why not come along
and see what the Parent Council does and how it ensures that, both the School Management and the Education
department of East Dunbartonshire hear the voice of the Parent. Which of course is of vital importance when we
consider the recent and unprecedented changes we have seen to the School environment due to the impact of
COVID-19.

Stewart Collins (Chair Parent Council)

Parent means Parent or Carer throughout this document.
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ART DEPARTMENT

Christmas
Card Designs
for S1
S1 have been busy in the Art Department
creating their Christmas Designs that will be
sent away and printed. There will be a prize
draw for the most interesting design which will
also be used as the School’s Christmas Card. All
cards will be available to purchase and all S1
parents/carers will be informed of this date in
October.
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Thomas Muir
Project
Each year Turnbull High School takes part in the
East Dunbartonshire Thomas Muir Art and Design
Project with Turnbull pupils winning the
competition over the last two years. Megan J’s
artwork won the competition last year and Layla
B’s piece the year before.
Thomas Muir was the leading voice of reform in
Scotland in the 1790s. Muir suffered persecution
and ultimately transported to sedition for
advocating democratic principles in Scotland. As
this year marks the 200th anniversary of the
1820’s Revolution, East Dunbartonshire have
chosen the theme of ‘1820’s Rising’ as inspiration
for artwork.
All our Art and Design pupils in S3 have been
working hard on their A3 pieces, taking
inspiration from images associated with industrial
workforces who took part in the revolution at
that time such as coal miners and weavers. As
such they have been experimenting using many
different materials and in doing so are able to
demonstrate their talents of creating interesting
and dramatic mixed-media pieces of artwork.
The winning artwork will be exhibited at
Huntershill Café until March 2021.
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT

On the Bonnie Banks of Loch Lomond
Congratulations to our S4 Geographers! They may have been the first school trip of 2020 in Scotland.
The S4 classes travelled up to Loch Lomond shores and Luss to conduct the research needed to complete their
assignments. The group took a learning walk around Lomond Shores to detect areas of value for tourists. They
reinforced classroom learning by identifying features on an OS map, this is a skill used throughout the National 5
course and the trip proved a great opportunity to match the map to the landscape in front of them.
Environmental quality surveys were conducted and questionnaires carried out, although this year this involved
developing their literacy skills through role playing rather than speaking to members of the public. After a picnic
lunch, further fieldwork skills were carried out at Luss before the tired group headed home.
Well done to all pupils who completed all tasks with enthusiasm and good humour. Many thanks to Mr Walker
who had to complete many extra risk assessments to ensure we all had a memorable trip.
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT

Tech Out our Geography Gadgets!

We have had great use of our Visualisers with a number of our classes. The visualiser allows the teacher to share
pupil work or set our instructions with the live feed being shown on the white board. In the photos, Mr McKenzie
is demonstrating how to create a pop up stack with S1. Mr Walker has also been using the visualiser to great
effect with S4 and Higher classes to mark homework tasks and past paper questions.
In addition to visualisers, we have also been experimenting with the use of QR codes. Our brand new BGE booklet
(pictured) contains QR codes for pupils to scan to find out more about the topic they are studying. In S2, pupils
chose what aspects of the Tundra they wished to learn about by scanning QR codes of their choice to take them
to relevant information.
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT

Geoging around the world with
Google Expeditions
In recent weeks, Higher and S1 pupils have been
learning how waterfalls form. What better way to do
this than visiting the tallest waterfall on earth; Angel
Falls. Using Google Expeditions, pupils were able to
participate in a 3D interactive experience to discover
the falls and find out additional information. To top off
the lesson, the classes watched drone footage narrated
by Sir David Attenborough which included diving off the
edge!

Did you know?
Angel Falls is so high that some of the
water falling from the top doesn’t
make it the ground before it is
evaporated!
Angel Falls measure 979m high, taller
than the Burj Khalifa which comes in
at 828m
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MODERN LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT

European Day of
Languages
This year to celebrate the European Day of Languages
the Modern Languages department arranged a variety of
activities for the pupils. In the BGE phase, S1-S3 classes
took part in a variety of European Quizzes. They worked
in groups and had to identify languages from video clips,
songs and film titles. S1 classes also competed in a “Why
study languages?” poster competition. They were
allowed to use a variety of media and resources to plan
and design their poster. Winners and runners up will be
selected by our Senior pupils.
In the Senior phase, the S4 Spanish class took part in
some rock painting with a European theme. Higher
classes enjoyed a foreign language film morning and the
Advanced Higher Spanish also took part in a Multilingual
Escape room. They had to complete a number of
language related tasks and overcome challenges such as
“The floor is lava”, “Burst the Balloons to find the clue”
and apply some numeracy skills to solve the number
problem giving them the code to the locked box
containing the final clue. Congratulations to the winning
team Anna S and Abbie McD. It turns out slow and steady
does win the race! ¡Fenomenal chicas!
Turnbull teachers from all over the school also participated in
the day by saying ‘hello’ to their classes in Spanish, Swedish,
Welsh, Polish and in many other European languages. Staff
gave information on their own favourite European cities and
the reasons why and we compiled a short video for our
classes.
Many thanks to everyone involved for making this year’s
European Day of Languages so enjoyable despite the
circumstances.

Merci mille fois! ¡Muchísimas Gracias!
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Active Learning
The Higher French classes have been showing their competitive sides by taking part in a series of active learning
tasks over the last few weeks. The tasks have included a speaking jenga, dictée and translation race, script
writing (and acting!), and a QR code race to name but a few. Since the introduction of our MFL loyalty card
stickers have never been so popular! Keep up the fantastic work!
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Religious Education and Chaplaincy
Things continue to run at a pace in
the Religious Education Department
and in the wider faith life of our
school.
In order to maintain our spiritual
growth under the current
restrictions, our chaplaincy
programme looks a little different
this year:
 Weekly ‘Pray as you go’

meditations are posted on Show
My Homework each week,
 Thursday Mass is running each

week for BGE pupils and
 ‘Monday Meditation’ sessions aim

to give senior phase pupils an
opportunity to unwind while
finding peace and reflection
through praying with the
scriptures.

Aid to the Church in Need
It has been a delight to reinstate our Aid to the Church in Need group on Tuesday lunchtimes - the only group of
its kind in Scotland. This group, currently aimed at S1 and S2, raises money and awareness for the plight of
persecuted Christians around the world while having lots of fun! I have been very impressed by those who have
joined or returned and warmly invite any interested S1/S2 pupils to come along.
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Religious Education and Chaplaincy
(Continued from page 11)

Chaplaincy Programme
Our chaplaincy programme is integrated with our RE curriculum which follows the Liturgical Year.
A highlight for all of us is the S1 Welcome Mass
which was unable to take place this year. S1
study the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass each
September and join together for a Class Mass
with our chaplains so we decided to combine
the two and have Class-Welcome-Masses!
Under the guiding hand of Fr Monaghan and I,
our new pupils put into practice all of the signs
of reverence that they had learned about in
class and participated very well in the liturgy.
They received a prayer card bearing the school
prayer which they can keep as a reminder that
once you become part of the Turnbull family,
you are always a part of the community.
S3 have been studying the sacraments of healing
and we are grateful to Canon Hill for making the
sacrament of penance available to them.
As we continue to follow the liturgical and
devotional year, pupils will have the opportunity
to take time in RE to revisit the great gift of the
Holy Rosary and participate in October devotions.
It would be wonderful if this were a point of unity
between school and home and as part of our
Family Learning Initiative, I invite you to pray the
rosary together at home- a devotion which carries
plenary indulgence!
Our Caritas class for 2020-21 have made an
excellent start with their faith learning and have
been exploring Pope Benedict’s encyclical ‘Deus
Caritas Est’ or ‘God is Love.’ As their understanding
matures through studying the sacred scriptures
and the writings of the Fathers of the Church, pupils are finding ways of sharing their learning and putting the
virtue of Charity into practice. A significant project that is underway for them is the organisation of Catholic
Education Week celebrations, which culminate in our Patronal Feast Day.
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Religious Education and Chaplaincy
(Continued from page 12)

Finally, I would like to pay tribute to Mr Hughes who retired as Principal Teacher of Religious Education after 15
years of faithful service.
Mr Hughes brought a great passion for the faith to the classroom and the wider life of the school that has
influenced countless souls. We will miss Mr Hughes greatly and thank him for his fidelity to Christ and the
teaching of the Gospel in a culture that is increasingly hostile to The Faith.
Mr Hughes’ last day concluded with a class Mass at which he presented the school with two stunning antique
holy water stoups before he received a solemn blessing from Fr Monaghan.

For my part, I am delighted to be leading the Religious Education Department and whole school chaplaincy at
Turnbull and look forward to sharing the joy of the Gospel with you and your families. Please know that all the
past, present and future pupils, families and staff of Turnbull High School are in my daily prayer intentions.
Yours in the Lord
Mr Pearce
PT RE

A beautiful
drawing by
Christopher
in S1
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

TERM 2

In-Service Day

Fri 9 October 2020

October Break

Mon 12 October to Fri 16 October 2020 (Inclusive)

Parent Council Meeting

Mon 19 October 2020

CfE S1 Evening

Thu 22 October 2020 CANCELLED

PTA Meeting

Tue 3 November 2020

Parental Council Meeting

Mon 16 November 2020

S3 Parents’ Evening/Options Information Evening

Tue 24 November 2020 TBC

S4/5/6 Prelims

Mon 30 November to Mon 21 December 2020

PTA Meeting

Tue 1 December 2020 (7:00 pm)

S1 Parents’ Evening

Tue 8 December 2020 (4:00 pm) TBC

Advent Service/Christmas Concert

Wed 16 December 2020 CANCELLED

Christmas Break

Tue 22 December to Tue 5 January 2021 inclusive

MASS
Canon Hill, our school
chaplain, celebrates Mass
in our beautiful oratory
each week:
Thursdays at 8:45am
Please encourage your son/
daughter to come.
Father Monaghan also
celebrates class masses
throughout the school year
as part of our RE
curriculum.
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