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In Attendance 

Mr. Stewart Collins          Chair  

Mr. Martin McBride  Vice Chair 

Mrs. Angela Murray                 Secretary 

Mrs. Sharon Hill                       Parent member 

Mrs. Laura McManus               Parent member 

 

 

Mrs. Eileen Kennedy           Head teacher 

 

Apologies 

 

Mr. Andrew Vaughan               Parish Representative 

Councillor Low 

 

 
 
Mr. Collins welcomed everyone to the virtual meeting and proceeded to outline the current 
situation in regard to our school and COVID-19 restrictions. He mentioned the letters sent to 
parents and carers from E.D.C. and the school which outlined the plans for the return of 
children in August under the current guidelines of blended learning. 
 
Mrs Kennedy explained that secondary schools across the Authority (EDC) had tried to  
accommodate 50% of children in school but there were issues in regards to accommodation 
and staffing which meant that this could not be guaranteed. In light of this, the Authority felt it 
was better to plan for a blended learning model of 33%, with the hope that 50% may be 
achieved when circumstances allowed. The limiting factor in Turnbull  is the building itself limits 
social distancing and not staffing levels. Plans are in place for 33% attendance and full-time 
attendance for August.  
Individual curricula based on the blended learning model will be posted for each pupil. 
 
Mrs McManus asked about the announcement by Scottish Minister for Education John Swinney 
earlier that day stating that he hoped to re-open schools on a full-time basis in August. 
Mrs Kennedy replied that it was entirely dependent on Government guidelines but teaching 
unions and schools had not yet had the opportunity to discuss this unexpected announcement. 
Mr Collins proposed the use of face masks. Mrs Kennedy said that this had not yet been 
advised as necessary PPE for teachers and that this may cause an issue for hearing-impaired 
pupils. 
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Mrs Murray asked if the school had received any feedback regarding the letter sent out by the 
Parent Council. 
Mrs Kennedy informed the Council that only a few replies were received, mainly questioning 
the timing of the letter, but no actual questions had been posed. 
Mrs Kennedy did express hope that the SQA would soon issue details of their plans regarding 
exams in light of blended learning. 
 
Mrs McManus stated that she was worried that parents will be expected to teach their children 
when they are at home. 
Mrs Kennedy replied that this would not be expected. When in school, pupils will receive 
teaching and information that will lead into home learning and then picked up again and 
continued when they return to school. The Chief Education Officer, Jacqui McDonald, has 
proposed a Virtual School manned by shielding teachers, but this is still in its early stages. 
 
Mrs Hill asked about the quality of work carried out by pupils whist at home during lockdown. 
Mrs Kennedy answered that engagement with SMHW was at 90% but this did not necessarily 
mean that the work had been completed or was of a high level of quality. There are a number 
of reasons for this including limited digital availability at home and family difficulties. 
She stated that teachers are aware that catch-up work will be necessary upon return to school 
and that a strong focus on nurturing will be needed in the short term. 
 
Mr McBride asked how the groups that pupils had been divided into for blended learning 
attendance had been decided. 
Mrs Kennedy stated that the groups had been decided on their first-year practical sets. Mr 
Mitchell has been extremely busy creating lots of different databases based on 33%, 50% and 
full-time return in August. 
 
Mrs Hill stated that some of the incoming S1 parents had not received emails from Turnbull.  
Mrs Kennedy replied that she was unable to communicate with these parents until after the 
transition which takes place in July due to data protection rules. Until then, she relies on the 
primary schools to forward on the emails to the relevant parents. She explained that as these 
pupils had missed the usual 2 induction days, there were plans in place to allow them to come 
into the school between 8.30 and 9am and meet the SMT and guidance staff who have 
prepared retreats, team building exercises etc. 
 Mrs Bray has all S1 classes set up; house groups (family members in same house) and 
practical sets (friends in same classes) so that Mr. Mitchell can generate timetables for each 
S1.  
 
Mrs Kennedy requested that a special mention be given to S3 pupils Tina and Christy whose 
submission to the YPI “Your Community Fund” was chosen as a winning submission. East 
Dunbartonshire Voluntary Action will now receive £4000 to enhance the lives of others in the 
community. More details can be found in the June edition of the school newsletter, found at 
http://www.turnbull.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/media/11229/tt-june-20.pdf 
 
Next Virtual meeting will take place on Tuesday 4th August via Zoom 
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