
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Matters 
 

 Our school will participate in an EDC Quality Review from Monday 9th March to 
Wednesday 11th March. This review will follow the short inspection model and will 
focus on QI 2.3 (Learning, Teaching & Assessment) and QI 3.2 (Raising Attainment 
and Achievement). 

 SQA Exams (27 April – 4 June 2020) 
o Our Senior Phase Mentoring Programme is now in progress following analysis 

of prelim data. 
o Our Supported Study Programme will run from 9 March to 3 April. Details of 

classes operating have been provided to pupils and parents. A copy is 
included with this report. 

o All SQA candidates will receive the following SQA information  
 a copy of their exam timetable  
 a copy of the SQA Publication Your Exams 2020 

    Parents are encouraged to read through this material with their child. 
o SQA Study Leave runs from Monday 27th April to Tuesday 2 June inclusive. 
o To support their independent learning during study, leave, pupils will 

complete a study planner booklet signposting them to appropriate revision 
materials in each subject area. They will also be provided with blank study 
timetables to plan and manage their time. 

o A programme of SQA preparation days will be delivered during the SQA Study 
Leave period. Timetable details will be provided to pupils and a copy will be 
posted on our school website. 

 

 Our Wellbeing teacher, Mrs Wallace, is available to offer support with exam stress. 
Pupils and parents can request a referral via their Pastoral Care teacher. In addition, 
there is a new S4 - S6 Wednesday Lunchtime Wellbeing Resource ‘ANXIETY 
ANONYMOUS’ – there will be sessions on breathing exercises, relaxing music, coping 
strategies, talking about problems and exam detox.  

 

 Option inserts and interviews for pupils in S2 – S5 have now been completed and 
work has begun on the construction of the school timetable for session 2020/21.  
This new timetable will begin on Monday 18th May 2020. Pupils in S1-S3 will be 
issued with their new timetables on Thursday 14th May. 
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 Further support for pupils still considering their next steps in learning: 
o SDS provides a one stop drop-in centre for pupils considering opportunities 

out with school. Lunch time drop-in sessions will be held daily (not 
Wednesday’s) in the SDS Room to support young people considering leaving 
school with the various recruitment processes.  

o Pupils should ensure they check the careers notice board in the assembly hall 
and the plasma screens in the social area for up-to-date information. 

o The EDC website - https://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/residents/schools-
early-years-and-learning/edopps4all/staying-school - provides on-line 
information regarding the Senior Phase Vocational Programme and post-
school employment / further education opportunities.  

o The Modern Apprenticeship website – www.apprenticeships.scot – provides 
on-line information on all current modern apprenticeship opportunities 
across Scotland. 

o College application support has been provided. Follow-up support is also 
available through Pastoral Care staff. 

o Individual careers interviews with our SDS advisers are available on request. 
Arrangements should be made via your child’s Pastoral Care teacher. 

 A new club is being set up to help make our school greener. This club will involve 
taking part in activities on recycling, reducing our carbon footprint, making the 
school more environmentally friendly, being responsible consumers and learning 
about global sustainability issues. 

 
Staff 
 

 Mrs Isabelle Henderson will be retiring from teaching on 17th May 2020. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Henderson for her dedication to the 
community of Turnbull High School – she will be greatly missed by pupils and staff 
alike. We wish her a long, happy and healthy retirement. 

 Mrs Sharon Brown has joined the Business Education and Computing department as 
0.6 FTE Teacher of Business & Administration. I am sure you will join with me in 
welcoming her to our school community. 

 
Spiritual 
 

 Mass continues to be celebrated in the Oratory every Thursday at 8.45am. 

 Lenten events, organised by pupils, will take place during Monday lunchtimes in the 
Oratory. 

 During Lent pupils are asked to reflect on ‘A Time for Prayer’, ‘A Time for Fasting’ and 
‘A Time for Almsgiving’ through our weekly themes. Lenten services will take place 
with RE classes in the Oratory during Lent. 

 Our Lenten Charities Campaign is now underway. Various events and fundraising 
activities will be taking place to support our Lenten Appeal for Mary’s Meals and our 
continuing sponsorship of Vonzua Public School in Liberia. Events this year include a 
non-uniform day (Friday 3rd April), a Lenten Back Pack appeal and a football event. 

https://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/residents/schools-early-years-and-learning/edopps4all/staying-school
https://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/residents/schools-early-years-and-learning/edopps4all/staying-school


 Once again, we will be running our annual Easter Egg appeal for our partnership 
nursery—Chesters. Any donations towards this appeal can be handed in to Miss 
Murray in the Design & Technology department.  

 S3 NET Team will be engaging with our S3 students on 12th & 13th March. Please 
spare a prayer for our young people as they undertake this retreat on the theme of 
being made in the image of God.  

 Our SQA Leavers Mass will take place on Thursday 23rd April.  
 

 
School Events 
 

 Monday 27th January marked the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz - 
Birkenau.  This event was marked with a minute silence across the school. In 
addition, a broadcast by holocaust survivor Susan Pollack was share with selected 
students from the History/Modern Studies department. 

 Students in S4-S6 participated in Exam Plus workshops on 30th & 31st January to 
review prelim performance and begin preparing for SQA exams. 

 Our Mental Health & Wellbeing week took place from 3/2 to 7/2. 

 Representatives from the Royal Bank of Scotland delivered an employability and 
growth mindset workshop to S5/S6 pupils on 17th February. 

 Turnbull High School was selected to take part in Climate Ready Classrooms which is 
an accredited carbon literacy course for secondary school pupils. The aims are for 
pupils to: 
-Have an improved understanding of the science of climate change. 
-Talk confidently as carbon literate ambassadors who are motivated and passionate 
to take action. 
-Identify opportunities in their personal and/or school lives to reduce carbon 
emissions and plan how to do this. 
-Create, share and learn from global and local networks for climate action. 
- Actively support Scotland’s transition to a low carbon society. 
Approximately 25 students from across S3-S5 took part in this training on 25th 
February. 

 The Aid to the Church in Need group ran a very successful Pancake and Candy Sale 
on 25 February raising funds for this worthy cause. 

 A group of students from across S1-S6 participated in an expressive arts trip on 25th 
February – this culminated with the viewing of Lion King at Edinburgh Playhouse. 

 A group of design & technology students from S4 & S5 attended a construction and 
engineering apprenticeship event on Wednesday 4th March. 

 Live’n’Learn workshops for students in S2 took place on 16 March. 

 Over the course of this year we have been working with our cluster primaries to 
launch 'Micro Tyco Innovate' where pupils take a UN Sustainable Development Goal 
and generate an idea to try to improve that area. On Wednesday 18th March we are 
holding our cluster final periods 4-6 with finalists from our cluster primaries 
presenting their idea.  

 S3 study skills day will take place on Friday 27 March. 

 S6 Graduation Ceremony will take place on 24 April. 



 A BGE Reward Trip, open to all Aiming High Award winners in S1 – S3, will take place 
on Friday 15th May. 

 The S5/6 Valedictory will take place on 29th May in the Westerwood Hotel, 
Cumbernauld. 120+ S5/6 pupils will be attending. 

 
School/Individual Achievements 
 

 Cara McGinley has been selected to participate in the Scottish Space School 2020. 
This is an outstanding achievement and we are all very proud of Cara. 

 The following pupils were selected to participate in the East Dunbartonshire Schools 
Concert Band / Wind Band Residential Weekend (14-16 February): Sophie Britton, 
Grace Darley, Peter Docherty, Matthew Fox, Eilidh Kenny, Molly McDermid. 

 Peter Docherty has been selected to participate in the East Dunbartonshire 
String/Jazz Orchestras and String/Percussion Ensembles Residential Weekend (6-8 
March). 

 A group of 13 S3 pupils have been selected to undergo myWOW Ambassador 
training. 

 12 students have completed a First Aid training programme. They will now use their 
knowledge and skills to deliver a peer education programme. 

 PE Success update: 
o S1 Boys football finished 3rd in West of Scotland 7 a side football 
o S3 Girls are through to the national finals in the same competition 
o Our Giant Heptathlon team finished 4th in the West of Scotland whilst 

representing EDC 
o S1 Boys have made it through the last 16 teams in the Scottish cup playing 

Grange (Performance school) on Wednesday 
o Matthew Fox (S1) recently placed 4th in a race for S1-6 pupils (X-Country) 
o Molly Strang (S2) won gold in the EDC gymnastics 
o Several girls have qualified for the world championships in Irish dance in April 
o Liam Armour (S4) finished 2nd and 4th in the EDC badminton singles and 

doubles. 
o Several pupils won medals at the EDC swimming competition 
o A large number of girls won medals for their cheer and dance performances 

at the Scottish National competition qualifying for the next stage in 
Manchester 

o We are offering double the amount of spaces ever offered before in Duke of 
Edinburgh and even getting some pupils through the award that tried to do it 
over the past couple of years 

o S1-3 boys played and won their first ever game of basketball vs Lenzie 
The PE department are also delighted that our Interhouse events continues to be 
well attended. Pupils are excited about the first ever THS Sports Day coming up 
in June. They are also excited about the recognition of the first ever THS Sports 
Awards evening coming up in June 

 

 
 

  
 


